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paying classes., and in 1922 Lloyd George appointed a committee
under the chairmanship of Sir Eric Geddes, one of the big
business men whom he had brought into his governments to
make recommendations for cutting down expenditure 'with an
axe'.1 These economies, which fell partly on the army^ navy,
and air force, and partly on the social services which were to
build up a new and better world, were the last achievement of
Lloyd George's government in domestic affairs.

But the troubles of these years were not confined to home
affairs. Ireland, India, Egypt, were all in rebellion against their
pre-war subordination to British control.

Ireland during the war. We left Ireland in July 1914 on the
verge of civil war. When the great war supervened the Home
Rule bill was put in cold storage 'for the duration5 and Redmond,
the Irish Nationalist leader, offered Britain the whole-hearted
co-operation of his followers in the war against Germany. But,
as has already been shown, his followers no longer included all
the Catholic Irish. A section of the southern Irish Volunteers
repudiated Redmond's policy and associated themselves with
the group of extremists who called themselves Sinn Fein (our-
selves alone), a hitherto obscure society mainly concerned with
the revival of the old Irish Gaelic language, but henceforth the
rallying-point of the movement to secure Irish independence,,
if possible with the aid of Germany. They had an agent in
Germany, Sir Roger Casement, a strange eccentric man who had
been knighted for his distinguished career in the British consular
service. Casement was landed from a German submarine on the
west coast of Ireland in April 1916, and immediately arrested,
which seems to have precipitated the sudden insurrection in
Dublin known as the Easter week rebellion. It was suppressed
after murderous street warfare involving the deaths of 450 people.
Fifteen of its leaders, mostly young men, were executed and
several hundred of the rebels interned in Wales.2

1 Hence tie phrase eto be ased% meaning to be dismissed from a jpb>
not for inefficiency but because one's employers were making economies.
Is the phrase still in use?

2 One prominent leader was not executed, because he was by birth an
American citizenj and the British government did not want to do any-
thing that might annoy America.  This man was De Valera^ afterwards
President of tie Irish Free State,